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father  was  slain  before  his  eyes  when  he  was  only  six  years  old,  was 
turned  adrift,  without  home  or  care,  for  at  ten  years  of  age  we  find 
him  "a  wandering  laboring  boy"  who  was  left  uneducated  and 
supported  himself  by  farm  work  and  other  menial  employment,  and 
learned  the  trades  of  carpenter  and  cabinet-maker.  But  he  must 
have  had  good  stuff  in  him,  for  when  he  was  twenty-five  years  old 
he  had  saved  enough  from  his  wages  to  buy  a  farm  in  Hardin 
County  Local  tradition,  which,  however,  cannot  always  be  trusted, 
represents  him  to  have  been  "  an  easy-going  man  and  slow  to  anger, 
but  when  roused  a  formidable  adversary."  He  was  above  the 
medium  height,  had  a  powerful  frame,  and,  like  his  immortal  son, 
had  a  wide  local  reputation  as  a  wrestler. 

The  True  Abraham  Lincoln,  William  Eleroy  Curtis,  page  17. 

Nancy  Hanks,  Lincoln's  Mother 

At  the  time  of  her  marriage  to  Thomas  Lincoln,  Nancy  was 
in  her  twenty-third  year.  She  was  above  the  ordinary  height  in 
stature  weighed  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  pounds,  was  slen- 
derlv  built  and  had  much  the  appearance  of  one  inclined  to 
consumption  Her  skin  was  dark ;  hair  dark  brown ;  eyes  gray  and 
small"  forehead  prominent;  face  sharp  and  angular,  with  a  marked 
expression  of  melancholy  which  fixed  itself  in  the  memory  of  every- 
one who  ever  saw  or  knew  her.  Though  her  life  was  seemingly 
beclouded  by  a  spirit  of  sadness,  she  was  in  disposition  amiable 
and  generally  cheerful.  Mr.  Lincoln  himself  said  to  me  m  1 85 1 ,  on 
'  '    r  receiving  the  news  of  his 


father's  death,  that  whatever 
might  be  said  of  his  parents, 
and  however  unpromising  the 
early  surroundings  of  his 
mother  may  have  been,  she 
was  highly  intellectual  by 
nature,  had  a  strong  memory, 
acute  judgment,  and  was  cool 
and  heroic  From  a  mental  standpoint  she  no  doubt  rose  above 
her  surroundings,  and  had  she  lived,  the  stimulus  of  her  nature 
would  have  accelerated  her  son's  success,  and  she  would  have  been 
a  much  more  ambitious  prompter  than  his  father  ever  was. 

Herndon's  Lincoln  William  H.  Herndon  and  Jesse  W.  Weik,  Vol.  I,  page  10 


Deniel  Boone  enters  Kentucky    1769 

Gxeat  emigration  to  Kentucky  began   i7»3 

Indian  uprising  there  against  whites.  .  1780 

Washington's  first  inauguration  and  adop- 

tion  of  the  Constitution    i7»9 

Population  of  U.  S.,  3,380,000  1st  Census; 

number  of  slaves.  .  .  700,000   179° 

Kentucky  admitted  as  a  State.    i74M 

Cotton-gin  invented  by  Eli  Whitney   1793 

Great    increase  in  producing  cotton,  ana 

consequent  growth  of  slavery    J795 

John  Adams  inaugurated  President  ■  J797 

Removal  of  U.  S.  Capital  to  Washington.   .  1800 
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THE  STORY -LIFE  OF  LINCOLN 


Marriage  of  Lincoln's  Father  and  Mother 

I,  Christopher  Columbus  Graham,  now  in  my  hundredth  year, 
and  visiting  the  Southern  Exposition  in  Louisville,  where  I  live, 
tell  this ...  I  am  one  of  the  two  living  men  who  can  prove  that 
Abraham  Lincoln,  or  Linkhorn,  as  the  family  was  miscalled,  was 
born  in  lawful  wedlock,  for  I  saw  Thomas  Lincoln  marry  Nancy 
Hanks  on  the  twelfth  day  of  June,  1806.  .  .  .  I  was  hunting  roots 
for  my  medicines,  and  just  went  to  the  wedding  to  get  a  good 
supper,  and  got  it  

Tom  Lincoln  was  a  carpenter,  and  a  good  one  for  those 
days,  when  a  cabin  was  built  mainly  with  the  ax,  and  not  a 
nail  or  bolt  or  hinge  in  it,  only  leathers  and  pins  to  the  door, 
and  no  glass,  except  in 'watches  and  spectacles  and  bottles. 
Tom  had  the  best  set  of  tools  in  what  was  then  and  now  Wash- 
ington County  

Jesse  Head,  the  good  Methodist 
minister  that  married  them,  was  also 
a  carpenter  or  cabinet-maker  by  trade, 
and  as  he  was  then  a  neighbor,  they 
were  good  friends.  .   .  . 

While  you  pin  me  down  to  facts, 
I  will  say  that  I  saw  Nancy  Hanks 
Lincoln  at  her  wedding,  a  fresh-look- 
ing girl,  I  should  say  over  twenty. 
Tom  was  a  respectable  mechanic  and 
could  choose,  and  she  was  treated  with 
respect. 

I  was  at  the  infare,  too,  given  by 
John  H.  Parrott,  her  guardian,  and 
only  girls  with  money  had  guardians 
appointed   by  the   court.    We  had 
jesse  Head,  the  good  Methodist  minister  bear-meat;    .     ...   venison ;  wild 
that  married  them.  turkey  and  ducks'  eggs,   wild  and 

tame — so  common  that  you  could  buy  them  at  two  bits  a  bushel ; 
maple  sugar,  swung  on  a  string,  to  bite  off  for  coffee  or  whiskey ; 
syrup  in  big  gourds;  peach-and -honey ;  a  sheep  that  the  two  fam- 
ilies barbecued  whole  over  coals  of  wood  burned  in  a  pit,  and 
covered  with  green  boughs  to  keep  the  juices  in ;  and  a  race  for 
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the  whiskey  bottle.  .  .  Our  table  was  of  the  puncheons  cut 
from  solid  logs,  and  on  the  next  day  they  were  the  floor  of  the 
new  cabin. 

Signed  Statement  of   Dr.  Christopher  Columbus  Graham,  of   Louisville,  Kentucky,  in  1884. 
Appended  to  The  Early  Life  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  Ida  M.  Tarbell. 

How  Tom  and  Nancy  Lincoln  Began  Life  Together 

"Looks  didn't  count  them  days,  nohow.  It  was  stren'th  an' 
work  an'  daredevil.  A  lazy  man  or  a  coward  was  jist  pizen,  an' 
a  spindlin'  feller  had  to  stay  in  the  settlemints.  The  clearin's 
hadn't  no  use  fur  him.  Tom  was  strong,  an'  he  wasn't  lazy  nor 
afeerd  o'  nothin',  but  he  was  kind  o'  shif'less — couldn't  git  nothin' 
ahead,  an'  didn't  keer  putickalar.  Lots  o'  them  kind  o'  fellers  in 
arly  days,  'druther  hunt  an'  fish,  an'  I  reckon  they  had  their  use. 
They  killed  off  the  varmints  an'  made  it  safe  fur  other  fellers  to  go 
into  the  woods  with  an  ax. 

"When  Nancy  married  Tom  he  was  workin'  in  a  carpenter 
shop.  It  wasn't  Tom's  fault  he  couldn't  make  a  livin'  by  his  trade. 
Thar  was  sca'cely  any  money  in  that  kentry.  Every  man  had  to 
do  his  own  tinkerin',  an'  keep  everlastin'ly  at  work  to  git  enough 
to  eat.  So  Tom  tuk  up  some  land.  It  was  mighty  ornery  land,  but 
it  was  the  best  Tom  could  git,  when  he  hadn't  much  to  trade  fur  it. 

"Pore?  We  was  all  pore,  them  days,  but  the  Lincolns  was 
porer  than  anybody.    Choppin'  trees  an'  grubbin'  roots  an'  splittin' 

rails  an'  huntin'  an'  trappin'  didn't  leave  Tom  no  time  

It  was  all  he  could  do  to  git  his  fambly  enough  to  eat  and  to  kiver 
'em.  Nancy  was  tumble  ashamed  o'  the  way  they  lived,  but  she 
knowed  Tom  was  doin'  his  best,  an'  she  wasn't  the  pesterin'  kind. 
She  was  purty  as  a  pictur  an'  smart  as  you'd  find  'em  anywhere. 
She  could  read  an'  write.  The  Hankses  was  some  smarter'n  the 
Lincolns.  Tom  thought  a  heap  o'  Nancy,  an'  he  was  as  good  to  her 
as  he  knowed  how.  He  didn't  drink  or  swear  or  play  cyards  or 
fight,  an'  them  was  drinkin',  cussin,'  quarrelsome  days.  Tom  was 
popylar,  an'  he  could  lick  a  bully  if  he  had  to.  He  jist  couldn't 
git  ahead,  somehow." 

Reminiscences  of  Lincoln  s  Cousin  and  Play-mate,  Dennis  Hanks,  written  down  by  Mrs.  Eleanor 
Atkinson,  in  1889.     The  American  Magazine,  Vol.  LXV,  February,  1908,  page  361. 


CHAPTER  II 


First  Seven  Years  in  Kentucky 


Birth  of  Abraham  Lincoln 

Thomas  Lincoln  took  his  wife  to  a  little  log  cabin  in  a  hamlet 
called  Elizabethtown,  probably  because  he  thought  it  would  be 


In  this  cabin  Abraham  Lincoln  was  born  on  February  12,  1809,  and  here  he  spent  the  first  four 

years  of  his  childhood. 

more  congenial  for  her  than  his  lonely  farm  in  Hardin  County, 
which  was  fourteen  miles  away ;  and  perhaps  he  thought  that  he  could 
earn  a  better  living  by  carpenter  work  than  by  farming.  Here 
their  first  child,  Sarah,  was  born  about  a  year  after  the  marriage. 

(22) 


Sew  Fnets  Abont  His  Family.  ■ 

jNfoi/  York  Tribune. 
Recent  developments  promise  to  set-  j 
tie  the  long-disputed  question  whether 
the  father  and   mother  of  Abraham 
Lincoln   ever  were  legally  married.; 
Shortly  before  Ward  H.  Lanion  pub-j 
lished  his  life  of  Lincoln  in  1872,  itt 
became  known  to  some  of  those  who ; 
had  been  the  wannest-  iriends  of  tb 


n 


^PgW  Tear*  of ' *&*> .  «n« 
about  twenty-three. 
Ijulori  page  seventeen  is  found 

the  following^  ws          ^  father 
^dmother  and I  the  history  and  char? 
acter  of  the  family  before  their  settle- 
ment in  Indiana,  were  topics  upon 
Which  Mr  Lincoln  never  spoke  but 
with  great  reluctance  and  significant 
r££erve.    In  his  family  Bible  he  kept] 
had  been  the  warmest  iriends  oi  mc ,  a  register  of  births,  marriages  and 
dead  President  that  Lamon  intended,  deaths,  every  entry  being  care,, 
to  publish  the  statement  that  on  ac-|  mado  in  bis  own  handwriting.  *  ■ 
count  of  their  extreme  poverty  the    jt  hon  not  a  word  about  the  IT- 
parents  of  Lincoln  never  were  legally-  or  lhe  Sparrows.    It  shows  the  r.«tr- 
L-ried,  as  according  to  the  laws  of   riag0  0f  Bally  Bunh,  first  with  Dame, 
the  State  oi  Kentucky,  it  would  have  i  Johnston  and  then  with  Thomas  La* 
been  necessary  to  file  a  bond  to  guard  j  coIq;  but  it  is  entirely  silent  as  to  the 
the  state  against  an  over-supply  of,  ra8rriage  of  bis  own  mother, 
paupers.    Much  other  matter  bearing  j 
;  on  the  same  point  was  also  intended  ; 
I  to  be  included  in  the  book,  and  the 
Lincoln  family  desired  to  have  it  sup- 
pressed .   The  family  and  its  most  inti- 1 
nmte  friends  were  positive  that  there 
was  not  the  least  gpunds  for  a  charge  of 
illegitimacy  against  Lincoln.  Accord- 
ingly Judge  David  Davis  and  Leonard 
Swett,  a  prominent  lawyer,  living  in 
Illinois,  who  had  been  a  firm  friend  of 
Lincoln,  everted  themselves  success- 
fully to  have  much  of  this  matter  sup- 
pressed. 

It  appears,  however,  from  Limon's 
book  that  in  his  own  mind  the  author 


even  give  the  date  of  her  birth,  but 
barely  recognizes  her  existence  and 


demise,  to  make  the  vacancy  which 
was  speedily  filled  by  Sarah  Johnson. 
'  To  show  Mr.  Lincoln's  reticence 
about  his  parentage  Lamon  gives 
several  extremely  brief  replies  which 
•were  sent  to  applicants  _for  bi- 
^graghical  sketches.  "Mr.  Lincoln' 
•writes  one,  "cornmunmcated  to  ma 
!  some  facts  about  his  ancestry  which 
I  he  did  not  wish  published,  and  which 
\l  have  never  spoken  of  or  alluded  to , 

| "    "kISULTS  or  BBC  EST  BBSBABCH  I 

\  While  in  Kentucky  last  Fall  ex- 
book  that  in  his  own  mind  tne  author •  ;  Brist(JW  rae'  a  lawyer  of 
had  grave  doubts  a:  to  whether  fa reputation,  B.  J.Browne.  Mr. 
coin's  parents  were  ever  married,  and  ,  j  ]kes  in  Springfield,  Washing, 
he  seems  to  render  the  nome  of  Ion-  ■.  \  &  p  man  0f  wealth,  a  Le: 

fcS  and  one  who  takes  great  pride  | 
itding  the  memory  of  the  dead, 
Present.    He  heard  of  the  reports  j 
referred  to  above,  and  caused  a  ddi- 

record 


j  made   te  the  said  Governor  and  his  suu- 
I  cessors,  we  bind  ourselves,  our    heirs,  etc 
Jointly  and  severally  firmly  by  pres- 
ents, sealed  with  our  seals  and  dated  this 
10th  day  of  June,  1S06.  The  condition  o£ 
the  above  obligation  is  such  that  whereas, 
there  is  a  marriage  shortly   intended  be- 
tweenthe  above  bound  Thomas  Lincoln  and 
Hanks,  for  which  a  license  has  bc-en 
is  ncd  now  if  there  he  no  lawful  cause  to 
«>'•  truct  the  said  marriage  then  H.ob'-ga.- 
Uon  to  be  void,  el^e  to  remain  Sr.  full  Soh* 
Hod  virtue  in  Law. 

Tj!»ma3  i>:coi.?;,  (V;a!. 
Bicuakd  Beany,  [seal. 
By  this  certificate,  which  is  now 
published  for  the  first  time,   it  ap- 
pears that  the  marriage  of  Lincoln's 
parents  occurred  on  September  -3, 
1808.    Lamon,  however,  states  that  j 
the  first  child  of  the  fr.xtu;  was  horn 
February  30,  1807— a  girl,  at  first 
called  Nancy,  and  subsequently,  on 
'  the  death  her  mother,  Sarah.    Sea,  en 
j  for  this  certificate  was  made  in  Larue 
I  county  some  time  ago  by  a  man  named 
1  Samuel  Haycrak,  but  without .sue- 
j  cess,  for  the  obvious  re^.ccn  tiir  i  • .  acn 
lithe  certificate  was  filed,  Washington 
!  county  included  Larue  county. 


coin's  parentR  a's  unattractive  as  possible 
in  order  to  maiie  the  contrast  between  «  1  Pr- 
Lincoln's  early  and  later  surroundings  p  1 ! 
as  strong  as  possible.    Lamon  speaks* 
of  Thomas,    Abraham's  father,   as  j;  | 


nas,   Abraham's  lamer,   as,;r-  ^  t0  be  made  tot 
"wanting  in  character,"  and  says  that  J  k     ^  marrr5ag8  of  Lincoln's  parents, 
this  was  one  of  the  reasons  why  "Sal-  fc|  ^  suc<KS3fui,  and  Sir. 

Iy"  Bush,  "a  modest  and  pious  girl,  in  Jj j  .  °montloned  the  fact  to  Mr. 


l7"  Bush,  "a modest  ana  pious  girl,  inf|  g^wTe  m0ntioned  the  fact  to  Mr. 
all  things  pure  and  decent,"  refused  to  =  j~  v;ho  urged  him  to  make  the 
marrv  him.     Lamon  refer3   to   ihejojf      „    '        :..  *o  remove  the 


marriage  of   Thomas   Lincoln  ana 
Nancy  Hanss  as  follows: 

"Some  time  in  the  year  1808  he 
married  Nancy  Hanks.    It  was  in  the  » 
•fihor.  of  her  uncle,  .Joseph  Hanks,  at 
|;EIizabethtown,    in    Hardin  county, 
'  that  lie  had  essayed  to  learn  the  trade, 
j    *    *    *    It  is  admitted  by  all  the 
old  residents  of  the  place  that  they 
were  honestly  married,  but  precisely 
when  or  how  no  one  can  .tell.  Dili- 
gent and  thcurough  searches  by  the 
most  competent  persons  have  failed  to 
discover  any  .trace  of  the  fact  in  the 
public  records  of  Hardin  and  the  ad- 
joining counties.    The  licensa  and  the 
minister's  return  in  the  case  of  Lin- 
coln and  Sarah  Johnson,  his  second 


result  public  in  order  to  remove  tne 
|  doubt  in  the  mind,  of  many  on  tire  suo- 
r-  Browne  promised  to  send 


copies  of  the  bond  and  cerificate  to 
General  Bristow,  and  recently  be  didr 
ifo  Browne's  letter,  and  the  ac- 1 
enmpanyingcopiefof  documents  were  j 

follows :  . 
Sri:nTGT?iELD,  Kv.,  Dec.  16, 18/.a.  j 
{    hear  Sir.  When  I  last  saw  you  in  Ixmw-  j 
villel  promised  to  send  you  a  copy  al  tr.-  , 
r.„ora  of  President  Lincoln's  father  6  mar-  j 
Inow  send  it  to  you.    The  ooru 
oufht  forever  to  siloce  the  charge  of  the 

*  ^dent's    ilUgi^   i  *™  lffia 
iuhmenofthehighSstVetacity  who  have 

'd  mc  that  they  attended  the  wedding. 
S.r^ere  wish,  truly  your. 

General  B.H.BB1^ow,  Kew  York  City 


coin  and  Sarah  Johnson,  his  second!     General  El  bf  the  bond 


I  where  the"  required  them  to  be; 
ibut  .o£JTancy"fes*"lcs  marriage  there 
i  exists  no'evidepce  buV^hat  of  mutual 
'  fcknowledgsmeirv  and  >s»habitatio»; 


oil  KnoT.all  men  by  thesepresenW.  ^at 
3.:        -..omao  Lincoln  and  R.chrrd 

held  and  firmly  hound  unto  his  EX; 
',;.,.„      t!,   Governor  oi  Kentucr.y,  in  ..^ 
sum  of  i«iO  current  money,  to 
[     •  1  •  - 1*  well  and  truly  to  be 
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A  JUNE  BRIDE 
On  June  12  a  now  Lincoln  .shrine 
will  be  dedicated  at  Harrodsburg, 
Kentucky.  The  cabin  in  which  the 
parents  of  the  president  were  mar- 
ried, enclosed  within  a  beautiful  edi- 
fice, will  be  preserved  as  a  memorial 
of  the  marriage  vows  that  made 
Thomas  Lincoln  and  Nancy  Hanks 
husband  and  wife. 

The  nuptials  occurring  in  the 
month  of  June,  1906,  served  as  a  cli- 
max of  another  one  of  those  typical 
pioneer  romances  where  the  children 
of  neighbors  were  united  after  having 
been  playmates,  sweethearts,  and  lov- 
ers. 

Thomas  Lincoln  and  Nancy  Hanks 
were  both  orphans,  having  lost  their 
fathers  before  they  reached  their 
teens.  Thomas'  father  was  massa- 
cred by  the  Indians  in  Kentucky  in 
1786.  Both  family  tradition  and 
court  documents,  reveal  that  Nancy'* 
mother  was  a  widow  when  she  came 
to  Kentucky  some  time  before  1790. 

After  the.  second  marriage  of 
Nancy's  mother  the  child  went  to  live 
with  Richard  Berry,  Sr.,  whose  wife 
is  said  to  have  been  a  sister  of 
Nancy's  mother.  Her  home  was  not 
far  from  where  the  widow  Lincoln 
was  living  on  Beech  Fork. 

The  senior  Richard  Berry  died 
sometime  before  December  4,  1798, 
the  date  on  which  his  will  was  pro- 
bated. His  old  daughter,  Joanna 
Berry  Brumfield,  was  the  mother  of 
William  Brumficld,  who  married 
"Ann"  Lincoln,  sister  of  Thomas  Lin- 
coln. Richard  Berry,  Sr's,  oldest  son, 
Richard  Berry,  Jr.,  after  his  father's 
death,  became  the  guardian  of  Nancy 
Hanks,  and  he  so  signs  on  her  mar- 
riage bond. 

It  will  be  noted  that  Richard  Berry, 
Jr.,  was  a  brother-in-law  to  Thomas 
Lincoln's  sister.  One  who  is  familiar 
with  the  close  proximity  of  the  Berry, 
Brumficld,  Crume,  and  Lincoln  homes 
on  Beech  Fork  will  bc°ablc  to  visual- 
ize the  community  that  served  as 


playground  for  the  children  of  these 
pioneers.  AH  five  of  the  Widow  Lin- 
coln's children,  including  Thomas, 
married  young  people  living  in  the 
Beech  Fork  neighborhood. 

From  the  reminiscences  of  Mr. 
James  Thompson  and  William  Hard- 
csty,  wc  glean  the  following  descrip- 
tion of  the  Richard  Berry  cabin  "on 
the  banks  of  Beech  Fork  near  what 
was  then  called  Mattingly's  Mill,  now 
called  Beechland  Mills.  It  is  situated 
about  seven  miles  from  Springfield,  on 
the  top  of  &  grassy  knoll  in  the  midst 
of  a  clump  of  trees.  The  higher  cabin 
to  the  right  in  the  photograph  is  the 
original  Berry  Cabin,  while  the  one  to 
the  left  has  been  constructed  since. 
The  old  cabin  has  but  one  room,  and 
it  was  in  that  room  that  deacon  Jesse 
Head  performed  the  ceremony  that 
united  Thomas  Lincoln  and  Nancy 
Hanks.  The  rough  fioor  timbers  show 
the  usage  that  they  have  been  sub- 
jected to,  and  the  logs  that  form  the 
walls  arc  blackened  with  smoke  and 
age.  The  mud  with  which  the  cabin  is 
chinked  has  grown  hard  and  is  as 
much  a  part  of  the  structure  as  the 
logs  whose  interstices  it  fills." 

The  traditions  gathered  by  Hem- 
don  and  used  by  him  in  his  Lincoln 
biography,  and  later  by  Lamun  and 
Bcveridge,  have  been  responsible  for 
building  up  a  false  and  purely  imag- 
inary background  for  the  girlhood 
days  of  Nancy  Hanks. 

One  by  one  duly  authorized  public 
records  have  made  invalid  this  idle 
talk  and  gossip  which  Ilcrndon  dis- 
played under  the  caption  of  "Gods 
naked  truth,"  and  when  the  "stag- 
nant putrid  pool"  from  which  he 
claimed  Lincoln  came  is  actually  lo- 
cated it  proves  to  be  associated  with 
another  family. 

The  confusion  of  Lincoln's  mother 
with  anotlier  Nancy  Hanks,  a  woman 
about  the  same  age,  is  partly  respon- 
sible for  the  great  injustice  done  to 
the  orphan  girl  who  lived  in  the 
home  of  the  Ikrrys. 

According  to  Herndon,  Thomas  and 
Betsey  Sparrow  took  the  waif,  Nancy, 
into  their  home  to  live  and  they  be- 
came her  foster  parents.  The  Spar- 
rows were  not  married  until  .-ix  and 
one-half  years  after  the  date  of 
Nancy's  alleged  adoption  by  them, 
and  there  is  no  dependable  evidence 
to  show  that  she  ever  lived  with  them. 

Hcrndon's  classification  of  Nancy 
among  the  poor  whites  is  also  unjust. 


The  Berry*,  Brumfields,  Grumes, 
Mitchells,  Thompsons,  Caldwell*, 
Shipleys,  etc.,  among  whom  she  lived 
in  Washington  County  and  who  had 
immigrated  from  Virginia,  would  not 
bear  out  the  reflection  which  ha*  been 
cast  oa  her  own  forebears. 

The  disgusting  camp  meeting  scene 
featuring  Nancy  Hanks  as  a  young 
lady  in  a  most  unbecoming  manner  is 
a  gross  misrepresentation  of  the 
woman  who  was  to  become  the  bride 
of  Thomas  Lincoln.  Herndon  not 
only  assumes  the  identity  of  the  fe- 
male who  participated  in  this  incident 
but  he  deliberately  moves  the  original 
traditional  story  back  ten  years  to 
antidate  the  marriage  of  Nancy 
Hanks. 

The  Herndon  manuscripts  also  al- 
lege that  Nancy  Hanks  was  courted 
by  Thomas  Lincoln  while  she  was  a 
visitor  in  the  home  of  Joseph  IZanka 
in  Elisabethtown,  and  that  Lincoln 
met  Nancy  in  Hank's  carpenter  shop. 
This  story  is  also  baseless.  Joseph 
Hanks  was  a  single  man  until  four 
years  after  Nancy's  marriage  and 
had  neither  horns  nor  carpenter  shop 
in  Elizabcthtown  previous  to  1G06. 

Lamon  using  tho  Herndon  source 
material  told  tho  world  that  of 
"Nancy  Hanks  marriage  there  exists 
no  evidence  but  that  of  mutual  ac- 
knowledgement and  cohabitation."  He 
further  states  that  she  married  a  man 
who  did  iiot  love  her  and  that  she 
was  a  fort  of  &  second  choice  wife. 
This  of  course  paved  the  way  for  the 
gross  libel  which  both  Herndon,  La- 
mon, and  later  writers  have  brought 
against  the  moral  character  of  the 
president's  mother. 

The  marriage  bond  of  Thomas  Lin- 
coln and  Nancy  Hanks,  on  file  in  the 
Washington  county  court  house, 
signed  by  Richard  Rcrry,  the  guar- 
dian of  Nancy  Hanks,  lifts  the 
mother  of  Lincoln  out  of  Herndon** 
"stagnant  putrid  pool"  and  places  her 
in  a  wholesome  cabin  on  Beech  Fork. 
Here  she  was  wooed  and  won  by  a 
worthy  pioneer,  the  youngest  son  of 
the  Widow  Lincoln. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  tho.-c  who 
have  a  voice  in  the  dedication  of  these 
nuptial  logs  now  preserved  at  Har- 
rodsburg,  will  make  plain  that  tho 
parents  of  Abraham  Lincoln  arc 
worthy  of  this  belated  recognition  of 
their  honorable  and  happy  union, 
which  was  productive  of  such  a  noble 
son  as  Abraham  Lincoln, 
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FROM   S  P  R  I  NGFIELD  COURTHOUSE 


Proof  Of  Abraham  Lincoln  Legitimacy 
Given  To  U.S.  Library  By  Kentuckians 


Courier-Journal  *.  Times  Bureau 

Washington— Copies  of  nine 
iocuments.  including,  two  that 
)oth  eluded  and  haunted  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  throughout  his 
life,  were  turned  over  to  the 
Library  of  Congress  here  yes- 
terday by  a  delegation  of  Ken- 
tuckians. 

And  in  return,  the  Kentuck- 
ians got  back  the  originals 
which  were  sent  here  earlier 
this  week  for  restoration. 

The  documents  relate  to  epi- 
sodes and  incidents  in  the  life 
of  Lincoln's  parents— Thomas 
Lincoln  and  Nancy  Hanks  Lin- 
coln. They  have  been  on  file 
in  the  Washington  County, 
Kentucky,  Courthouse. 

Kentuckians  Os  Hand 

The  facsimiles  are  to  be 
catalogued  in  the  library's 
Lincoln  collection— the  largest 
in  the  world— to  document 
here  that  Lincoln  was  of  legiti- 
mate birth.  The  originals  will 
be  returned  to  Washington 
County   for  safekeeping  in  a 


fireproof  vault  at  the  Court- 
house in  Springfield. 

Participating  in  the  brief 
ceremonies  at  the  library  were 
Representative  Frank  Chelt  of 
Lebanon;  Ben  Simms  Haydon, 
president  of  the  Washington 
County  Historical  Society; 
County  Court  Clerk  Earl  Camp- 
bell of  Springfield,  and  Dr. 
L.  Quincy  Mumford,  librarian 
for  the  Library  of  Congress. 

Two  of  the  documents  recall 
an  interesting  sidelight  in  Lin- 
coln's political  career.  They  are 
the  marriage  bond  and  minis- 
ter's certificate  of  marriage  for 
Lincoln's  parents. 

Lincoln  commenced  his 
search  for  the  originals  when 
his  Senate  campaign  against 
Stephen  Douglas  in  1958  gave 
rise  to  rumors  that  the  tall 
Kentuckian  was  of  illegitimate 
birth. 

Lincoln,  w  h  o  reportedly 
knew  little  of  the  early  life 
of  his  parents  and  grandpar- 
ents, h  o  w  ever,  mistakenly 
sought  out  the  documents  in 
Hardin  County,  Kentucky,  be- 


lieving that  since  this  was 
where  he  was  born,  it  was 
also  where  his  parents  had 
been  reared  and  married.' 

Despite  the  search,  Lincoln 
never  found  the  documents  and 
he  died  wondering,  according 
to  some  historians,  if  the 
rumors  of  his  illegitamacy  were 
true. 

Relative  Finds  Proof 

Proof  of  his  legitimate  birth 
came  13  years  after  his  death 
when  a  relative  of  Lincoln's 
mother,  incensed  by  the 
rumoi-s  of  illegitimacy,  discov- 
ered the  marriage  documents 
in  the  Washington  County 
Courthouse. 

Included  in  the  other  docu- 
ments restored  by  the  library 
are  a  marriage  bond!  for  Thom- 
as Lincoln's  sister,  Mary,  and 
Ralph  Crume,  and  a  document 
listing  Thomas  Lincoln  as  de- 
linquent in  a  small  tax  on 
a  horse. 

The  documents  were  in  vari- 


ous stages  of  deterioration 
when  they  were  turned  over 
to  the  library.  They  were 
treated  to  prevent  further  de- 
terioration. 

Dr.  Mumford  told  the  delega- 
tion the  documents  constitute 
important  additions  to  the  li- 
brary's collection. 


Records  Used  To 
Defend 


BY  BERNARD  J.  LOSH 

Camerica  Siaff  Wriler 


ONE  dny  recently,  the  speaker  at  a 
noontide  club  meeting  here,  a  man 
of  studious  attainments,  got  to  talking 
about  how  poor  circumstances  of  a  man's 
birth  were  never  a  bar  to  his  getting 
ahead  in  this  country. 

It  was  only  a  few  days  before  Lincoln's 
birthday  and  the  speaker,  to  give  point  to 
his  observation,  gave  Abraham  Lincoln  as 
an  example,  stating  that  Lincoln  rose  to 
illustrious  greatness  in  America  even 
though  burdened  with  the  stigma  of  hav- 
ing been  born  out  of  wedlock. 

There  was  one  man  in  particular  in  the 
audience  whose  reaction  was  one  of  re- 
sentment and  surprise.  He  was  surprised 
that  a  man  of  the  speaker's  education  and 
intelligence  would  make  that  statement. 
After  the  meeting  he  sought  out  the 
speaker  to  correct  him.  He  told  him  the 
true  story  as  he  knew  it,  in  irrefutable 
detail. 

The  man  who  heard  the  statement  and 
hastened  to  correct  it  was  George  W. 
Head,  advertising  and  sales  promotion 
manager  of  the  National  Cash  Register  Co. 
He  had  reason  to  believe  that  the  luncheon 
day  speaker  was  not  malicious  in  what  he 
said  but  he  was,  nevertheless,  compound- 
ing a  false  and  evil  rumor. 

One  reason  George  Head  was  shocked  at 
what  he  heard  was  that  he  is  the  great- 
great-grandson  of  Rev.  Jesse  Head  who 
on  June  12,  1806,  in  a  log  cabin  at  Beech- 
land,  Washington  county,  Ky.,  performed 
the  marriage  ceremony  uniting  Thomas 
Lincoln,  28  and  Nancy  Hanks,  23.  To  them, 
a  scant  three  years  later,  was  born  a  son, 
Abraham  Lincoln. 

When  the  noontide  speaker  received, 
some  days  later,  the  photostatic  reproduc- 
tions of  the  marriage  certificate  and  the 
marriage  bond,  both  sent  to  him  by  Head, 
he  was  genuinely  grateful.  He  confessed 
he  had  never  taken  the  time  to  correctly 
inform  himself  of  so  important  a  detail. 

This  incident  was  one  of  a  series,  all 
coming  within  a  few  years,  to  interest  and 
intrigue  Mr.  Head.  The  belief  that  Lincoln 


was  an  illegitimate  child  is  still  held  in 
high  places  and  low,  he  discovered,  and 
it  persists  despite  the  existence  of  docu- 
mented claims  and  official  records  to  dis- 
prove It. 

How  did  this  vicious  rumor  ever  get 
started?  Why  did  it  gain  such  widespread 
currency?  These  developed  into  questions 
■to  arouse  Head  since  the  truth  had  been 
a  tradition  in  the  Head  family  for  many 
years.  How  did  the  truth  get  so  warped? 

Reflecting  on  these  matters,  Head  de- 
termined to  make  a  survey  of  the  whole 
situation  and  this  in  turn  led  him  to  the 
point  where  he  has  undertaken,  as  a  per- 
sonal duty,  the  task  of  stilling  the  mis- 
information. 

"It  is  my  belief  that  the  rumor  waa 
started  by  Lincoln's  political  enemies  in 
the  late  1850's,"  Head  says.  "It  was  a 
malicious  tale,  calculated  to  hurt  him  with 

Continued  on  Page  Eight 


Rev.  Jesse  Head,  who  manied 
parents  oi  Abraham  Lincoln 


Log  cabin  in  which  wedding  took  place  is  at  Hariodsburg,  Ky. 

Lincoln  Records  Revealed 


Continued  from  Page  Six 

the  people.  And  yet,  it  must  be  related, 
that  to  those  who  made  only  a  cursory 
investigation  of  the  report  there  did  ap- 
pear to  be  some  justification  for  it  " 

Head  points  out  that  Lincoln  himself 
eventually  became  obsessed  with  the  ugly 
rumor  and  secretly  attempted  to  run  down 
the  marriage  record  of  his  mother  and 
father.  In  this  he  failed. 

"He  did  not  succeed,"  Head  says,  "be- 
cause he  searched  the  wrong  courthouse 
records  and  he  died  without  ever  having 
seen  the  recorded  truth.  He  always  be- 
lieved, however,  that  his  parents  had  been 
duly  and  legally  married." 

A  strange  series  of  errors  caused  Lin- 
coln in  1859  to  examine  the  records  of 
Hardin  county,  Ky.,  instead  of  Washing- 
ton county,  the  reason  for  his  failure. 

"It  must  be  remembered,"  Head  points 
out,  "that  Lincoln's  search  was  made 
nearly  100  years  ago  when  record  keeping 
was  not  the  science  it  is  today.  He  wont 
to  Hardin  county  under  the  belief  that  his 
father  who,  before  Abraham  was  born, 
owned  some  property  there,  also  must 
have  married  Nancy  Hanks  there.  His 
father  was  dead  and  his  mother  had  died 
when  he  was  about  10  years  old,  and  there 
was  no  one  else  he  wanted  to  talk  with 
about  such  a  painful  subject. 

"The  Rev.  Head,  who  was  a  circuit 
riding  minister,  kept  the  record  of  his 
marriages  in  a  book  where  each  page 
contained  a  number  of  entries  ol  mar- 
riages, some  performed  in  Mercer  county, 
and  some  in  Washington  county.  Instead 
of  filing  the  marriage  returns  in  the  coun- 
ties where  the  ceremonies  were  performed. 
Rev.  Head  filed  entire  pages  in  Washing- 
ton county,  where  he  lived  at  that  time, 
regardless  of  where  the  marriages  took 
place. 

"That  is  how  it  happened,"  Head  con- 
tinued, "that  the  marriage  bond  and  the 
certification  of  the  ceremony  for  Lincoln's 
parents  was  filed  in  Washington  county 
and  not  in  Hardin  county  where  Abe 
searched  and  failed." 

And  because  Lincoln  himself  had  failed 
to  find  the  proof  he  wanted,  the  rumor 
gained  still  wider  circulation. 

"It  proves  again,"  Head  says,  "that  even 
now,  with  the  facts  incontestably  estab- 
lished for  many  years,  the  rumor  is  still 
making  its  distorted  rounds  because  the 


truth  has  a  hard  time  catching  up  with  a 
falsehood." 

As  recenlly  as  last  October,  Head  for- 
warded photostatic  copies  of  the  marriage 
bond  and  minister's  return  to  Hie  Chicago 
Historical  Society.  The  'enthusiasm  with 
which  they  were  received  there  justifies 
his  conclusion,  he  feels,  that  even  so  im- 
portant an  historical  institution  as  that 
did  not  know  of  the  existence  of  this  in- 
controvertable  proof. 

And  as  late  as  last  month  George  Head 
met  at  a  Rotary  club  luncheon  the  author 
of  two  books  on  Lincoln,  w  ho  did  mil  know 
that  proof  of  Lincoln's  legitimacy  existed, 
and  he  asked  Head  foT  a  photostatic  copy. 
Head  says,  "I  am  continually  meeting 
people,  who  are  deeply  interested  in  Lin- 
coln and  have  road  much  about  him.  lint 
who  still  believe  the  false  rumor  I  ha  I  his 
parents  wore  never  married." 

The  simple  log  cabin  in  which  Lincoln's 
parents  were  manied  now  stands  on  I  he 
grounds  of  Pioneer  Memorial  Slate  park 
at  Harrodsburg,  Ky.,  within  a  brick 
memorial  especially  built  for  it.  it  was 
moved  from  the  original  sile  al  Beech- 
land,  Washington  county  to  the  present 
sile  and  re-crcctcd  there  in  1912-13. 

Among  the  documents  dealing  with  the 
wedding  is  one  of  more  than  passing  in- 
terest today.  A  Dr.  Christopher  Columbus 
Graham,  one  of  the  wedding  guests,  Rives 
this  report  of  what  they  had  to  eat  at  the 
"infare"  or  housewarming  held  at  the 
time  of  the  marriage  ceremony. 

"We  had  bear  meat  (that  you  ran  cat 
the  grease  of,  and  it  will  not  rise  like 
other  fats);  venison,  wild  turkey  and 
ducks,  eggs,  wild  and  tame,  (so  common 
that  you  could  buy  them  at  two  bits  a 
bushel);  maple  sugar,  swung  on  a  string, 
to  bite  off  for  coffee  or  whiskey;  syrup  in 
big  gourds;  peach  and  honey;  a  sheep 
that  the  two  families  barbecued  whole  over 
coals  of  wood  burned  in  a  pit  and  covered 
with  green  boughs  to  keep  Ihe  juices  in; 
and  a  race  for  the  whiskey  hoi  lie.  The 
sheep  cost  the  most." 

The  man  whose  dutifully  filed  record 
gives  the  lie  to  one  of  Ihe  mosl  persistent 
rumors  ever  to  plague  the  people  of  the 
country,  now  occupies  a  firm  place  in 
history.  In  1922  a  monument  at  Hariods- 
burg was  dedicated  to  the  Rev.  Jesse 
Head  and  his  wife.  Not  only  is  the  Lincoln 
marriage  record  being  preserved  for  all 
time  but  the  memory  of  the  man  who 
wrote  it  is  being  given  the  same  consid- 
eration in  perpetuity. 


Daytonian  George  W.  Head  oiien  prooi  ol  true  Lincoln  history 
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FROM   SPRINGFIELD  COURTHOUSE 


Proof  Of  Abraham  Lincoln  Legitimacy 
Given  To  U.S.  Library  By  Kentuckians 


Courier-Journal  *  Times  Bureau 

Washington— Copies  of  nine 
locuments.  including,  two  that 
)oth  eluded  and  haunted  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  throughout  his 
life,  were  turned  over  to  the 
Library  of  Congress  here  yes- 
terday by  a  delegation  of  Ken- 
tuckians. 

And  in  return,  the  Kentuck- 
ians got  back  the  originals 
which  were  sent  here  earlier 
this  week  for  restoration. 

The  documents  relate  to  epi- 
sodes and  incidents  in  the  life 
of  Lincoln's  parents— Thomas 
Lincoln  and  Nancy  Hanks  Lin- 
coln. They  have  been  on  file 
in  the  Washington  County, 
Kentucky,  Courthouse. 

Kentuckians  Os  Hand 

The  facsimiles  are  to  be 
catalogued  in  the  library's 
Lincoln  collection— the  largest 
in  the  world— to  document 
here  that  Lincoln  was  of  legiti- 
mate birth.  The  originals  will 
be  returned  to  Washington 
Count*   for  safekeeping  in  a 


fireproof  vault  at  the  Court- 
house in  Springfield. 

Participating  in  the  brief 
ceremonies  at  the  library  were 
Representative  Frank  Chelf  of 
Lebanon;  Ben  Simms  Haydon, 
president  of  the  Washington 
County  Historical  Society; 
County  Court  Clerk  Earl  Camp- 
bell of  Springfield,  and  Dr. 
L.  Quincy  Mumford,  librarian 
for  the  Library  of  Congress. 

Two  of  the  documents  recall 
an  interesting  sidelight  in  Lin- 
coln's political  career.  They  are 
the  marriage  bond  and  minis- 
ter's certificate  of  marriage  for 
Lincoln's  parents. 

Lincoln  commenced  his 
search  for  the  originals  when 
his  Senate  campaign  against 
Stephen  Douglas  in  1958  gave 
rise  to  rumors  that  the  tall 
Kentuckian  was  of  illegitimate 
birth. 

Lincoln,  vv  h  o  reportedly 
knew  little  of  the  early  life 
of  his  parents  and  grandpar- 
ents, h  o  w  ever,  mistakenly 
sought  out  the  documents  in 
Hardin  County,  Kentucky,  be- 


lieving that  since  this  was 
where  he  was  born,  it  was 
also  where  his  parents  had 
been  reared  and  married.' 

Despite  the  search,  Lincoln 
never  found  the  documents  and 
he  died  wondering,  according 
to  some  historians,  if  the 
rumors  of  his  illegitamacy  were 
true. 

Relative  Finds  Proof 

Proof  of  his  legitimate  birth 
came  13  years  after  his  death 
when  a  relative  of  Lincoln's 
mother,  incensed  by  the 
rumors  of  illegitimacy,  discov- 
ered the  marriage  documents 
in  the  Washington  County 
Courthouse. 

Included  in  the  other  docu- 
ments restored  by  the  library 
are  a  marriage  bondifor  Thom- 
as Lincoln's  sister,  Mary,  and 
Ralph  Crume,  and  a  document 
listing  Thomas  Lincoln  as  de- 
linquent in  a  small  tax  on 
a  horse. 

The  documents  were  in  vari- 


ous stages  of  deterioration 
when  they  were  turned  over 
to  the  library.  They  were 
treated  to  prevent  further  de- 
terioration. 

Dr.  Mumford  told  the  delega- 
tion the  documents  constitute 
important  additions  to  the  li- 
brary's collection. 


The  Communique 
Frankfort,  Kentucky 
March  18,  1964 


PROOF  that  Thomas  Lincoln  and  Nancy  Hanks  were  married  near  Springfield,  Kentucky 
on  June  12,  1806,  nearly  three  years  before  Abraham  Lincoln  was  born,  was  made  a 
part  of  the  Lincoln  collection  of  the  Library  of  Congress  at  special  ceremonies  there 
on  February  6.  The  verification  was  presented  in  the  form  of  a  replica  of  the  original 
marriage  bond,  bearing  the  signature  of  the  minister  who  performed  the  ceremony. 
The  original  bond,  which  was  returned  to  Kentucky,  has  hung  on  a  wall  of  the  County 
Clerk's  office  at  Springfield  for  many  years.  Through  the  efforts  of  the  Washington 
County  Historical  Society  the  bond  was  taken  to  Washington  for  preservation  treatment 
by  Library  of  Congress  experts.  President  Lincoln  unsuccessfully  sought  to  find  the 
bond  when  rumors  that  his  parents  never  were  legally  married  were  first  circulated 
during  the  presidential  campaign  of  1860.  Society  Director  Col.  George  M.  Chinn  at- 
tended the  ceremonies  and  witnessed  the  presentation  of  the  replica  to  Dr.  L.  Ciuincy 
Mumford,   Librarian  of  Congress. 


THE  SUNDAY  OKLAHOMAN 
Women's  News 
September  3,  1972 


Idea  of  Cousin  Marriage  Shocks 
Reader;  Geneticist  Answers 


DEAR  ANN  LANDERS: 

I  read  with  horror  and 
shocked  disbelief  your  ad- 
vice to  the  woman  who 
asked  if  cousins  could 
safely  marry. 

Your  answer  was,  "If 
both  are  healthy  and  there 
is  no  history  of  hereditary 
diseases    in    the  family, 

ANN  LANDERS 

such  as  epilepsy,  hemophi- 
lia, hereditary  blindness  or 
deafness,  there  is  no  rea- 
son cousins  should  not 
marry." 

My  uncle  and  aunt  are 
first  cousins  and  they  had 
two  children.  One  is  as 
sappy  as  a  maple  tree  in 
April.  The  other  hasn't 
spoken  to  any  of  us  for  10 
years  so  we  don't  know 
about  her,  but  she  looks 
mighty  strange. 

Please,  Ann,  do  some  re- 
search and  reverse  your- 
self. We  have  too  many 
screwballs  in  this  world  as 
it  is.  Thank  you  —  Cape 
Codified 

DEAR  COD:  Here's 
what  Nobel  Prize-winning 
geneticist  Joshua  Leder- 
berg  of  Stanford  says  (and 
you  can't  do  better  than 
that  for  an  authority): 


"Cousin  marriages 
unquestionably  carry  a 
greater  risk  of  genetic  dis- 
ease in  the  offspring  by  a 
factor  of  2  to  4  for  the 
worse.  However,  this  is  of 
the  same  order  as  having 
children  in  the  late  30s  in- 
stead of  the  early  20s.  So, 
every  couple  must  decide 
for  themselves.  I  would 
urge  cousins  who  are  con- 
sidering marriage  to  seek 
genetic  counseling." 

From  Amram  Schein- 
feld's  book,  "Your  Heredi- 
ty and  Enrivonment": 

"Cousins  with  superior 
qualities  tend  to  produce 
superior  children.  Charles 
Darwin  married  his  first 
cousin,  Emma  Wedgewood 
of  the  famous  china  mak- 
ers. They  had  many  distin- 
guished descendants.  Abra-  ^ 
ham  Lincoln  was  the  prod- 
TSeCoflTcousm  marriage." 
^^oTT^sayTo"  cousins  who 
fall  in  love,  your  descend- 
ants could  go  either  way. 
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Ann  Landers 
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Cousins  Planning  To  Wed 
Urged  To  Obtain  Genetic  Counsel) 


DEAR  ANN  LANDERS:  I 
road  with  horror  and  shocked 
disbelief  your  advice  to  tne 
woman  who  asked  if  cousans 
could  safely  marry. 

Your  answer  was,  If  bom 
are  healthy  and  there  is  no 
history  of  hereditary  diseases 
to  he  family,  such  as  epilep- 
sy hemophilia,  hereditary 
blindness  or  deafness  there  is 
no  reason  cousins  should  not 

mMryyuncle  and  aunt  are  first 
cousins  and  they  had  two  chil- 
dren One  is  as  sappy  as  a 
maple  tree  to  April.  The  other 

hasn't  spoken  to  any  of  us  for 
10  years  so  we  don  t  know 
about  her,  but  she  «  looks 
mighty  strange. 

Please,  Ann,  do  some  re- 
search and  reverse  yourse  . 
We  have  too  many  screwballs 
in  this  world  as  it  is.  Thank 
you  -  CAPE  CODIFIED 

DEAR  COD:  Here's  what 
Nobel  Prize-winning  gen- 
eticist Joshua  Lederberg  of 
Stanford  says  (and  you  can  t 
do  better  than  that  for  an 
authority): 

"Cousin    marriages  un- 
questionably carry  a  greater 
risk  of  genetic,  disease  in  the 
offspring  by  a  factor  of  two 
to  four  for  the  worse.  How- 
ever, this  is  of  the  same  or- 
der as  having  children  in  the 
late  30's  instead  of  the  early 
"O's.  So,  every  couple  must 
decide   for    themselves.  I 
would  urge  cousins  who  are 


considering     marriage  to 
seek  genetic  counseling. 

From  Amram  Scheinfeld  s 
book,  "Your  Heredity  and 
Environment" : 

"Cousins  with  superior 
qualities  tend  to  produce  su- 
nerior  children.  Charles 
Darwin  married  hi*  first 
cousin,  Emma  Wedgwood  of 
the  famous  china  makers. 
They  had  many  distinguish- 
ed descendants.  Abraham 
Lincoln  was  the  product  of 
a  cousin  marriage." 

 So  I  say  to  cousins  who 

tall  in  love,  your  descen- 
dants could  go  either  way. 


MUIR 


P.  0.  Box  159 

Bards town,  Ky.  4000^ 

July  20,  1981 

Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Hubler 
The  Louis  A.  Warren 
Lincoln  Library  and  Museum 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana  ^6801 

Dear  Mrs.  Hubler: 

When  Mrs.  Muir  and  I  arrived  in  Bardstown  on  Saturday  after- 
noon from  the  Frankfort,  Indiana,  home  of  our  daughter,  we  stopped 
at  the  postoffice,  and  I  was  delighted  to  get  your  letter  and  copies 
of  "Lincoln  Lore"  from  May,  1979,  to  November,  1980,  inclusive. 
That  gives  me  a  complete  file  from  July,  1956,   to  November,  1980. 

As  I  think  I  stated  in  my  letter  to  Gerald,  I  am  descended 
from  James  Graham  who  was  one  of  the  forty  "Long  Hunters"  led  into 
Kentucky  by  Col.  James  Knox  in  1770.     He  hunted  with  Daniel  Boone 
and  after  his  marriage  at  Fort  Fitt  to  Mary  Worthington  they  came 
with  the  small  George  Rogers  Clark  party  to  settle  at  Corn  Island 
(Louisville)  on  May  27,  1778. 

Dr.  Christopher  C.  Graham,   son  of  James  and  Mary,  saw  Thomas 
Lincoln  and  Nancy  Hanks  married;  was  their  family  doctor  and  gave 
Abraham  his  first  book.     Mother  was  born  in  1881,  and  she  sat  on 
Uncle  Christopher's  lap  as  had  young  Lincoln  years  before.  Dr. 
Graham  was  born  in  1784-  and  died  in  1885;     Mother  died  in  1973. 

Margaret,  my  wife,  and  daughter  Ann  worked  on  family  lines  at 
the  library  in  Fort  Wayne  on  Thursday  afternoon  and  Friday  morning. 
Mother  went  into  the  D.  A.  R.  on  Lt.  Peter  Brown,  aide-de-camp  to 
Washington,  and  his  father-in-law,  Col.  Andrew  Beall.     On  the  Beall 
family  line  we  have  Ninian  Beall,  Ninian  Beall  Edwards  and  Lincoln's 
Ninian  Wirt  Edwards. 

Margaret,  Mrs.  Muir,  worked  at  the  Springfield,  Ky. ,  courthouse 
today  and  perhaps  has  additional  information  on  her  Berry  and  Shipley 
lines . 

TriB--some  of  the  charges  at  the  Holiday  Inn  in  Fort  Wayne  are  a 
little  high,  but  it  is  a  good  place  to  stay. 

Thanks  for  the  courtesies  shown  me  when  I  was  there  and  at 
other  times. 

/*— 7  Sincerely 


Tohn  W.  Muir 
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Tuesday,  February  11,  1992 


Lincoln's  family  has  long  history 


Wednesday  is  Abraham  Lincoln's  birthday. 
He  would  be  183  years  old  if  he  were  still  alive, 
for  he  was  born  on  Feb.  12,  1809,  near  what  is 
now  Hardin,  Ky. 

When  Lincoln  ran  for  presi- 
dent in  1860,  he  said  his  father 
and  grandfather  had  been 
born  in  Virgina  and  their  fore- 
fathers had  come  from  Penn- 
sylvania. He  said  he  didn't 
know  any  more  of  his  family's 
history.  But  the  Lincoln  family 
had  been  in  America  for  a  long 
time,  according  to  the  World 
Book  Encyclopedia  and  Ency- 
clopedia Americana. 

Abraham  Lincoln's  great- 
A.  Lineoin  great-great-great-grandfather, 
Samuel  Lincoln,  was  a  weaver's  apprentice  who 
came  to  Hingham,  Mass.,  from  Hingham, 
England  in  1637,  only  17  years  after  the  Pilgrims 
came  to  Plymouth  Rock. 

One  of  Samuel's  descendants,  Benjamin  Lin- 
coln, was  one  of  George  Washington's  most 
trusted  generals  during  the  Revolutionary  War, 
and  another,  Levi  Lincoln,  was  attorney  general 
of  the  United  States  from  1801  to  1804. 

Some  of  Samuel's  other  descendants  moved 
to  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania  and  later  Virginia. 
Abraham  Lincoln  was  named  for  his  grandfa- 
ther, Abraham  Lincoln,  who  owned  a  farm  in 
Virginia  during  the  Revolutionary  War.  After 
the  war,  Grandfather  Abraham  led  his  wife  and 
five  sons  to  Kentucky  in  1782.  One  of  those  five 
sons  was  named  Thomas,  and  he  grew  up  to  be 
Abraham  Lincoln's  father. 

When  Abraham  Lincoln  was  7,  he  and  his 
family  moved  to  Spencer  County  in  southwest- 
ern Indiana.  Abraham's  mother,  Nancy  Hanks 
Lincoln,  died  when  he  was  9.  The  next  year  his 
father  married  a  second  time,  and  Abraham's 
stepmother,  Sarah  Lincoln,  took  care  of  him. 

When  Abraham  Lincoln  was  21,  he  and  his 
family  moved  to  Illinois.  He  eventually  became 
president  of  the  United  States.  He  died  April  15, 
1865,  after  being  shot  the  night  before  by  John 
Wilkes  Booth. 


THE  MAN  WHO  MARRIED  LINCOLN'S  PARENTS 


REV.  JESSE  HEAD 

Extracts  from  address  by  Dr.  W.  E.  Barton  on 
"The  Man  Who  Married  Lincoln's  Parents." 

Jesse  Head,  son  of  William  Edward  Head,  was  born  June  10,  1768,  in  Frederick 
County,  Maryland.  On  April  10,  1768,  was  born  in  Bradford  County,  Pennsylvania. 
Jane  Ramsey,  to  whom  he  was  married  January  9.  1789.  About  1795,  he  migrated 
trom  Maryland  to  Kentucky  and  made  his  home  on  Road  Run,  not  far  from  the 
Lincolns  and  Berrys.  On  October  2,  1805,  he  was  ordained  a  deacon  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  by  Bishop  Francis  Asbury. 

He  preached  the  Word  on  Sundays. 

He  performed  numerous  marriages. 

He  was  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  conducted  his  court  in  the  strictest  observance 
of  law  and  order. 


For  a  livelihood,  he  was  a  cabinet  maker  and  at  one  time,  with  a  son,  published 
a  newspaper. 

c  ,He  died  March  22,  1842,  and  was  buried  with  Masonic  honors.  His  grave  is  in 
Spring  Hill  Cemetery,  Harrodsburg,  Ky. 


THE  MINISTER'S  MARRIAGE  RETURNS 


9§|  * 

Hi 


PHOTOSTAT  OF  RETURNS 

Record  in  Washington  County  Court  House  at  Springfield,  Kentucky. 

"Washington  County,  set.:  •  . 

"I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  following  is  a  true  list  of  marriages  solemnized  by 
me  the  subscriber,  since  the  28th  day  of  April,  1806,  until  the  date  hereof .  June 
"6*1S06  joined  together  in  the  holy  state  of  matrimony,  agreeable  to  the  rites  of 
the  M  E  C  Morris  Berry  and  Peggy  Sims;  November  27,  1806,  David  Mize  and 
Hannah  Peter  -  March  24,  1807.  Charles  Ridge  and  Anna  Davis;  March  24,  1807, 
John  Head  and  Sallie  Clark  ;  March  27.  1807  Benj.  « Clark  and  Polly  Head  ;  January 
14  1807  Edward  Pile  and  Rosannah  McMahon  ;  December  23,  1X06.  Silas  Cham- 
berlain  and    Betsy   West ;  June    17,    1806,    John    Springer   and    Elizabeth  Ingram; 

June  12    1800   Thomas  Lincoln  and  Nancy  Hanks;  September  23,  1806,  John  C  

and  Hannah  White  ;  October  2,  1806,  Anthony  Lytsey  and  Kesiah  Pirtle ;  October 

23rd,  Aaron  Hardin  and  Hannah  B  :  April  5th,  1807,  Daniel  Payne  and 

Christiana  Pierce;  July  24th,  1806,  Benj.  Clark  and  Polly  Clark;  May,  1806,  Hugh 
Iloskins  and  Betsey  Dver  ;  September  25th,  1806,  John  Graham  and  Catherine  Jones. 
Given  under  my  hand  this  2  2nd  day  of  April.  1  807.    "Jesse  Head,  D.  M.  E.  C." 


THOMAS  LINCOLN'S  MARRIAGE  BOND 


PHOTOSTAT  OF  BOND 


Record  in  Washington   County  Court  House  at   Springfield,  Kentucky. 
The  following  is  the  wording  of  the  bond: 

"Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,  Thomas  Lincoln  and  Richard  Berry, 
ore  held  and  firmlv  bound  unto  his  Excellency,  the  Governor  of  Kentucky,  in  the 
just  and  full  sum  of  fifty  pounds,  current  money,  to  the  payment  of  which,  well 
and  truly  to  be  made  to  the  said  Governor  an  his  successors,  we  bind  ourselves,  out 
heirs,  etc.,  jointly  and  severally,  firmly  by  these  presents,  sealed  with  our  seals,  and 
dated  this  10th  day  of  June,  1806.  The  condition  of  the  above  obligation  is  such 
that,  whereas  there  is  a  marriage  shortly  intended  between  the  above  bound  Thomas 
Lincoln  and  Nancy  Hanks,  for  which  a  license  has  been  issued.  Now,  if  there  be 
no  lawful  cause  to  obstruct  the  said  marriage,  then  this  obligation  to  be  void,  else 

to  remain  in  full  force  and  virtue  in  law.  r«OQi  ^ 

Thomas  Lincoln,  (seal.) 

"Richard  Berry.  (Seal.) 

"Witness,  John  H.  Parrott." 


*C ......  Y/jOj  /x 


0  O/'frJ  /  ^    J?  t 


" /SI  ^ 


MARRIAGE  RETURN  of  the  Reverend  Jesse  Head.  Deacon  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  certifying  to  the  marriage  of  Thomas  Lincoln  and  Nancy  Hanks  on  June  12,  1806. 


